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Good Luck, 
Paddy

They said it  
couldn’t be done.
It’s right before Christmas, in the middle of the 
football season, and no one’s sure how it’ll all  
turn out - but Paddy’s put together your essential 
guide to the 2022 World Cup. 

After this, the tournament itself will be easy.

It’s time to look forward to 32 teams, 64 games, 
and who knows how many goals in the greatest 
sporting show on the planet.

We might have to forget the beer gardens  
and balmy evenings for the first-ever winter  
World Cup – sad face, I know. 

But Christmas 
shopping could 
be the perfect 
cover.
You can pop out  
for a match - or 
four. Like a John 
Lewis ad, there 
won’t be a dry 
eye in the house 
if Gareth Southgate 
nabs the World Cup trophy 
in Doha on December 18th. 

His Three Lions start among the favourites,  
with Harry Kane leading the line on penalty duty, 
Jack Grealish springing from the bench at a 

moment’s notice, and right-backs filling in the  
rest of the team.

But it won’t be easy, especially with Gareth Bale 
putting aside his golf clubs for their Group B  
clash with Wales on November 29th. 

It’s the first Welsh World Cup appearance 
since Tom Jones’ voice broke and their singing 
supporters’ head-to-head with the England band 
will be a tournament highlight. The USA and Iran 
complete a group that could test diplomatic 
relations as much as it does football talent. 

After that, it could 
be plain sailing for 
Southgate’s boys.
Sure, there’s Kylian Mbappe’s France, but they’ll 
have gone on strike by the knockout stage.

Ronaldo could show he deserves more than a  
place on the Man United bench for Portugal,  
or Argentina might find ten other players who  
don’t bottle it for Messi.

But you can write off the Germans, forget Belgium 
exists, and count on Neymar’s sister to distract 
him with birthday planning.

Host nation Qatar kick it all off against Ecuador 
on November 20th at 4pm, with England’s first 
appearance the next day at 1pm versus Iran.  
Here’s a nailed-on prediction for that -  
extended lunchbreak.

So roll on a fortnight of four games per day 
followed by a stroll through the knockout stage  
on the way to the final in the Lusail Stadium  
on Sunday, December 18th.

The toughest decision for you could be choosing 
where to shove that flare.

Editor’s message

Penalty  
Shoot-outs 
The ultimate test of 
any player’s nerve 
and great for the  
                    neutral,  
                     though 
England fans will  
be hoping to see  
as few as possible

Ronaldo’s 
Wedge 
The worst haircut  
in history is  
long overdue  
a comeback

Defenders’ 
Shoulders 
Luis Suarez returns 
for one last World 
Cup hurrah and the 
brawny biceps of 
centre-halves  
never looked  
tastier

world cup

what’s

hot?

or Not!

Messi v CR7 
The “great debate”  
gets re-heated one 
more time as two  
of the greatest 
players ever crash 
out before the  
semi-finals

Mexican Wave 
With sky-high 
temperatures 
expected, we  
reckon fans will  
be stuck to their 
seats in Qatar

Third Yellow 
Cards 
Minus Graham  
Poll on the reffing 
crew, we’d expect 
the officials to stick  
to the more  
conventional two 
bookings for a red
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This england side is no 
better than the one  
I played in... except they 
could actually win it!

Gareth Southgate’s been cautious with 
England, but he has done incredible  
work over the years and deserves a lot  
of respect.

This squad is probably no better than  
the ones I played in. It’s a good squad  
and a good team, don’t get me wrong,  
but he’s got them to a World Cup semi-
final and European Championship final.  
That’s about where we are I think.

I’d love to see us win the World Cup but  
I’m just not sure we’re quite at that level.

Usually, we go into tournaments 
flying after winning loads of qualifiers 
convincingly. 

We’re trying something a bit different  
this time around!  Though sometimes  
a bit of negativity can bring the best  
out of players. 

Before Italia ‘90 and Euro ‘96 there  
was quite a lot of negativity around 
England and they were our two best 
tournaments since 1966 before  
Southgate took over.

You’d hope it might bring 
the group together. 
Obviously, recent results 
are concerning as we’ve 
been poor in some 
games. And if we do badly 
you know daggers will be 
out for the manager.

But the winter World Cup 
could suit England too. 

Christmas is our busiest period in the 
Premier League anyway.  And often we 
hear about burn out at the end of the 
season when there’s a tournament. We 
can’t have that excuse this time either.

ENGLAND’S 
MISSED CHANCE
I believe we had enough about us to do 
better than we did in my two World Cups. 
We were disappointing in 2010, but 2006 
felt like a team that could’ve gone and 
won it.

We had so many good players then – 
Beckham, Rooney, Lampard, Gerrard. 
Wayne’s red card versus Portugal killed 
us.  It was such a horrible way to end 
a tournament that had been a great 
experience for me. 

It was my first major tournament,  
I scored my first goal for England  
against Trinidad & Tobago in the group, 
and I loved being there. 

That goal was huge 
because we’d really 
struggled to break 
them down.

Playing with David 
Beckham was amazing, he 
put in an incredible cross 
for it. 

  
  
  
  
  

I wasn’t well-liked 
in Trinidad after 
that. When I scored 
I pulled Brent 
Sancho’s hair. 

Honestly, I hadn’t even realised I did it 
until after the game. Everyone was asking 
me “Do you think it was a foul?” I was, like, 
“No, what are you talking about?!”

All I intended was to get enough leverage 
to head it. Sometimes you’d pull a shirt 
or push off someone’s shoulder. I just 
happened to grab his hair. 

I had no idea until I saw the replay. When I 
spoke to him recently, it seemed like he’d 
forgiven me. I was still happy to get that 
goal though.

SOUTHGATE 
DESERVES 
RESPECT

Crouchy’s 
england XI

By peter crouch

I think the 
manager 
might go 
with four 
defenders 
in front 
of Jordan 
Pickford, but I 
like the three at the back 
for us. It suits our players better.  
I hope Kyle Walker is fit. He would be 
a big miss because defensively there 
have been a few issues.

I’d go with Walker, John Stones and  
then there’s one other spot. Usually,  
it’d be Harry Maguire, but I’d worry  
about his form going into the World  
Cup, so Eric Dier comes in there. 

Reece James was a banker to start  
at right-back – he’s probably been  
Chelsea’s best player this season.  
If Trent Alexander-Arnold is fit he’s 
probably the option to replace him  
for me despite his recent struggles,  
but I think the manager will prefer  
Kieran Trippier.

Ben Chilwell would be my left-back  
and I’d start Jude Bellingham  
alongside Declan Rice in midfield. 

Kalvin Phillips is unlucky,  
but Bellingham was great in the 
second half against Germany and  
is captaining Dortmund in the 
Champions League at 19.

Then the forwards almost pick 
themselves - Harry Kane, Raheem  
Sterling and Phil Foden. They can  
trouble any team in the world.

Standard Football Rules apply. Ask staff for more information and see instore leaflets for more details. T&Cs apply.
Please Gamble Responsibly

Now Featuring Player shots 
on target markets

Available on 
Betting Machines 

and online
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MANAGER: Felix Sanchez

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Automatically as 
host nation.

KEY MAN: Almoez Ali 

ONE TO WATCH: Akram Afif

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: With a far  
from ideal draw, there shouldn’t be too much 
expected. Home advantage should give Qatar 
some optimism, though. They are also already  
well accustomed to the conditions. Any success 
will likely come courtesy of Ali. The 26-year-old 
striker is the country’s highest scorer of all time.

Afif could also cause a stir. He came to European 
prominence in 2016 when signing for Villarreal 
and returned to Qatar a far more rounded player. 
The pacy forward can play wide left or centrally 
and will be an outlet for any attacking threat his 
country carry.

Qatar

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

MANAGER: Gustavo Julio Alfaro 

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Earned an 
automatic spot to Qatar after finishing fourth in 
South America’s system with Michael Estrada  
top scoring with six goals.

KEY MAN: Moises Caicedo 

ONE TO WATCH: Piero Hincapie

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: A result against 
Qatar on the opening night of the tournament is 
key, as they are unlikely to get anything against the 
Dutch. It could be a straight shootout for second 
place with Senegal in their final group game. 
England potentially lie in wait in a Last 16 rematch 
from 2006 where David Beckham got the winner.  
Ecuador have never progressed past that stage in 
three previous World Cup appearances and don’t 
expect that to change this time around.

ecuador

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

Netherlands

MANAGER: Louis van Gaal 

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Went unbeaten 
after a surprise opening day loss to Turkey. 
Memphis Depay was top scorer (12) and assist 
maker (6).

KEY MAN: Memphis Depay 

ONE TO WATCH: Cody Gakpo

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: Should 
progress as group winners, where the USA  
or Wales are likely opponents. They are still  
relatively young, so reaching the semi-finals  
would be considered a successful tournament.  
But, if Depay were to get a serious injury,  
they would struggle in the forward areas.  
Despite this, Van Gaal’s unbeaten tenure in his 
third stint as Dutch manager means you can’t rule 
them out as a dark horse to win the whole thing.

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

MANAGER: Carlos Queiroz 

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Managed to top 
a group featuring South Korea, who finished two 
points behind.

KEY MAN: Sardar Azmoun

ONE TO WATCH: Alireza Jahanbakhsh

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: Querioz only 
took charge in September for his second spell 
after Dragan Skočić was removed as manager 
due to off-field issues. Brentford winger Saman 
Ghoddos is the only Premier League based 
player, while strikers Azmoun (Leverkusen) and 
Mehidi Taremi (Porto) bring Champions League 
experience to an otherwise unknown squad. A 
tough group against England, Wales and USA may 
prove too much for them to get out of, and their 
opener vs England may be a disaster if Harry Kane 
and co are on form. Realistically three defeats 
looks likely.

IRAN

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

MANAGER: Gregg Berhalter 

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Went unbeaten 
at home, only dropping points to eventual table 
toppers Canada in a 1-1 draw. Away form was less 
admirable, though, only managing one win against 
Honduras. Secured automatic qualification 
by pipping Costa Rica on goal difference and 
finishing behind second-place Mexico.

KEY MAN: Christian Pulisic 

ONE TO WATCH: Jesus Ferreira

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: USA v Wales 
could be make-or-break for getting through to 
the Last 16, with a win coupled by three points 
against Iran probably enough to go through 
without having to get a result against England. 
They might then fancy their chances against the 
winners of Group A, however, Argentina in the 
quarter-finals may be a bridge too far.

USA

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

WALES

MANAGER: Robert Page

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Went seven 
games unbeaten to finish second in their group 
ahead of Czech Republic, then beat Austria and 
Ukraine in the play-offs to reach a first World Cup 
since 1958.

KEY MAN: Gareth Bale

ONE TO WATCH: Harry Wilson

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: Beat USA in 
the opener and they should reach the Last 16. 
Iran are unlikely to pose too many issues before a 
potential final day showdown with England which 
could determine who wins the group. The bulk 
of the squad might be made up of Championship 
players, but there’s also plenty of Premier League 
and international tournament experience, and 
they’ve qualified for the previous two European 
Championships, successfully getting out of their 
group on each occasion.

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

Qatar
Qatar can embrace their underdog 
status. The pressure will be on  
their opponents in every game  
and they could take advantage.
BET: QATAR DOUBLE CHANCE IN  
ALL GAMES

ecuador
Amassed 40 yellows in 17 
qualification games. Forwards 
Enner Valencia and Gonzalo Plata 
could be good player card options. 
BET: ECUADOR MOST CARDS IN  
ALL GAMES

Senegal
Senegal should be much shorter to reach  
the Last 16. Ecuador barely scraped in  
and Qatar are one the weakest nations  
to ever host the tournament. 
BET: SENEGAL TO QUALIFY FROM GROUP A

Netherlands
Their potential path through the  
tournament looks kind, and they  
could get up a head of steam. 
BET: NETHERLANDS TO REACH  
THE SEMI-FINALS

Please Gamble Responsibly

Please Gamble Responsibly

england
England have only been going 
one way since losing on 
penalties to Italy in the final  
at Euro 2020. Avoid backing  
‘it coming home’. 
BET: STAGE OF ELIMINATION:  
QUARTER-FINALS

Iran
Stay clear of anything relating 
to them getting positive results. 
The opener against England 
could be particularly tricky.
BET: ENGLAND V IRAN:  
OVER 3.5 GOALS

usa
If you want to get with USA at a nice 
price, then they might cause a stir in the 
Last 16 (if they get out the group) before 
running into one of the big boys in the 
next round.  
BET: STAGE OF ELIMINATION:  
QUARTER-FINALS

wales
Regardless of the result against USA, 
Wales will need to win comfortably 
against Iran to have any realistic chance 
of getting through. They can pile on the 
goals here.
BET: HANDICAP BETTING:  
WALES -1 v IRAN
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MANAGER: Gareth Southgate

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Won eight of  
10 games, drawing against an improving Hungary 
at Wembley and away to Poland, scoring 39  
goals and conceding just three. Harry Kane  
top scored with 12, four of which were penalties.  
Bonus points for those who know their second-
highest scorer... that’s right, Harry Maguire. 

KEY MAN: Harry Kane

ONE TO WATCH: Bukayo Saka

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: There’s plenty 
of banana skins in the group for England, not 
least their noisy neighbours Wales. Assuming 
they do get out of the group, the Last 16 or 
quarter-finals looks their limit. The way England 
play and their form in 2022 makes it hard 
to believe they can improve on 2018 or last 
summer’s Euros.

england

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

MANAGER: Aliou Cisse 

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Beat Egypt on 
penalties after finishing top of their qualifying 
group, scoring 15 and conceding four in an 
unbeaten campaign. 

KEY MAN: Sadio Mane

ONE TO WATCH: Boulaye Dia 

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: The 
current AFCON champions will view it as a 
disappointment if they can’t make it past Ecuador 
and Qatar to the Last 16. There they could face 
England, and while Senegal struggle creatively, 
they should fancy their chances against Gareth 
Southgate’s side who are not on the hottest run  
of form coming into the tournament.

Mane and Kalidou Koulibaly will be expected to  
do the bulk of the heavy lifting if they are to reach 
the quarter-finals.

Senegal

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

Your Essential
Team-by-Team 
Preview
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GROUP

C

GROUP

D
MANAGER: Gerardo “Tata” Martinez

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Finished second 
in North & Central America, losing out on goal 
difference to table toppers Canada. Scored only  
17 goals in 14 qualifying games, way behind 
Canada (23) and USA (21), but conceded eight,  
which was the second-best record in the  
eight-team group.

KEY MAN: Hector Herrera 

ONE TO WATCH: Hirving Lozano 

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: El Tri struggle 
for consistency and have lost every time they’ve 
played a quality team. Argentina are a bit of a 
bogey team for them, and a Robert Lewandowski-
inspired Poland may just pip them to second in 
the group. They could beat Saudi Arabia, but with 
their stubborn defence don’t be so sure.

MANAGER: Lionel Scaloni

QUALIFICATION RECORD: The reigning 
Copa America champions breezed through 
comfortably under former West Ham defender 
Scaloni, finishing second to Brazil. They scored 
27 goals and conceded just eight in 17 games. 
Inter Milan star Lautaro Martinez and Lionel Messi 
both scored seven goals each in the campaign. 

KEY MAN: Lionel Messi

ONE TO WATCH: Lautaro Martinez

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: Should win 
a kind-looking group and then tackle Denmark 
in the Last 16, before potentially meeting the 
Netherlands in the quarter-finals, who are on 
a 15-game unbeaten run. Brazil or France will 
then likely await in the latter stages of the 
competition. They’ve a great mix of youthfulness, 
talent and experience, however, the semi-finals 
could be Argentina’s limit.

argentina

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

MANAGER: Czesław Michniewicz 

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Finished second 
behind England, netting a whopping 30 goals  
along the way, then comfortably beat Sweden in 
the playoffs.

KEY MAN: Robert Lewandowski

ONE TO WATCH: Matty Cash

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: Failed to 
advance from the group stage in Euro 2020 
despite an impressive draw against eventual 
semi-finalists Spain, but will be confident of 
putting goals past Saudi Arabia and getting points 
off Mexico. Should they earn even a draw against 
the latter, they may come up against an already-
qualified Argentina on the final matchday who 
could use the opportunity to rest players ahead of 
the knockout stage. Of course, all eyes will be on 
captain Lewandowski, one of the world’s greatest 
goal scorers for the last decade.

poland

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

MANAGER: Hervé Renard

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Suffered just 
one defeat in 10 qualifying matches, which can  
be put down to their solid defence that conceded 
just six goals, ensuring they finished ahead of 
Japan and Australia.

KEY MAN: Salem Al Dawsari

ONE TO WATCH: Saleh Al Sheri 

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: They may  
not concede many, but the Saudis struggle  
scoring too. Argentina and Poland should have 
little trouble picking up wins so by the time they 
get to their last, and arguably most manageable, 
game against Mexico they will most likely already 
be on their way home. Expect the Saudis to  
finish bottom of the group.

saudi arabia

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

mexico

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

MANAGER: Didier Deschamps

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Topped a group 
of Ukraine, Finland, Bosnia & Herzegovina and 
Kazakhstan with five wins and three draws. 
Antoine Griezmann led the scoring charts with 
six, ahead of Kylian Mbappe who bagged five.

KEY MAN: Kylian Mbappe

ONE TO WATCH: Karim Benzema

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: Four of the 
last five World Cup holders have failed to make 
it out of the group at the next edition and France 
have typically been slow starters. But with the 
star quality they have, many are expecting 
another deep run in a favourable draw towards 
the semi-finals where Brazil could be waiting.  
It is unlikely they will be underdogs in any match 
and have the squad depth to go all the way.

france

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

MANAGER: Graham Arnold 

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Struggled in the 
group stage with only four wins from 10 games 
but edged through a dramatic playoff penalty 
shootout against Peru with sub keeper Andrew 
Redmayne the hero in sudden death.

KEY MAN: Aaron Mooy

ONE TO WATCH: Awer Mabil 

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: It’s difficult 
to imagine the Aussies won’t concede several 
against France in the opener, but Tunisia in 
their second is a game they need to target and 
if Australia show a willingness to attack they 
could get the win and set up a shot at Last 16 
qualification against Denmark. That said, the Euro 
2020 semi-finalists are no pushovers, and should 
be able manage the fixture comfortably.

australia

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

MANAGER: Kasper Hjulmand

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Comfortably 
finished top of their qualification group ahead of 
nearest challengers Scotland. Wing-back Joakim 
Maehle and forward Andreas Olsen finished as 
Denmark’s joint top-scorers with five goals each.

KEY MAN: Christian Eriksen

ONE TO WATCH: Joakim Maehle

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: Tunisia 
and Australia should be easily beaten, with the 
game against France on matchday two likely to 
determine who wins the group - and the Danes 
did the double over Les Blues in the recent 
Nations League campaign. Should they win again, 
Poland could lie in wait before a potential Euro 
2020 rematch against England in the quarter-
finals. They’ve enough quality to get revenge 
there, but the semi-finals could prove to be the 
end of the road again.

denmark

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

MANAGER: Jalel Kadri 

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Beat Mali 1-0 
over two legs to reach their sixth World Cup in a 
tie characteristic of their defensive tactics that 
may suit a group and knockout tournament in the 
humid climate of Qatar.

KEY MAN: Ellyes Skhiri

ONE TO WATCH: Wahbi Khazri 

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: Their sole 
objective will be to qualify through the group for 
the first time, and the weather and fixture list 
may just play into their hands. Most of their squad 
play in either North Africa or the Middle East in 
conditions similar to Qatar, and if they can take 
a point off Denmark in the opener, a win against 
Australia could be enough to reach the Last 16.

tunisia

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

argentina
If everything goes to plan they’ll 
meet Brazil in the semis who will 
have too much for them. 
BET: STAGE OF ELIMINATION:  
SEMI-FINAL

saudi arabia
They’re one of the weakest teams 
in the tournament, but could take 
something from their final game.
BET: DOUBLE CHANCE:  
SAUDI ARABIA TO WIN OR  
DRAW V MEXICO

mexico
Argentina and Poland will be too  
strong and organized for an 
unpredictable Mexican side. 
BET: STAGE OF ELIMINATION:  
GROUP STAGE

poland
Expect an open game in this one as  
the European side look to boost their  
goal difference. 
BET: POLAND V SAUDI ARABIA: 
OVER 3.5 GOALS

Please Gamble Responsibly
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france
Denmark did the double over 
France in the Nations League 
recently and could pip them  
to top spot here too. 
BET: FRANCE TO FINISH  
SECOND IN GROUP D

australia
Having struggled to create 
chances in open play recently, 
and lacking a physical presence 
at set-pieces, the Socceroos 
may struggle to hit the target in 
a tough group.
BET: AUSTRALIA TO  
SCORE ZERO GOALS IN  
THE TOURNAMENT

denmark
Even though he operates at wing-back, 
Maehle has had 11 goals or assists in his 
last 20 competitive games for his country. 
BET: TEAM TOP SCORER:  
JOAKIM MAEHLE

tunisia
With France and Denmark so short to 
qualify there might be some value in 
Tunisia as an awkward side to break  
down and can take advantage if France  
or Denmark slip up.
BET: TUNISIA TO QUALIFY FROM GROUP D
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GROUP A

Sunday 20th November, Al Bayt Stadium, @ 4pm
VQatar Ecuador

VSenegal Netherlands

VQatar Senegal

VNetherlands Ecuador

VEcuador Senegal

VNetherlands Qatar

Monday 21st November, Al Thumama Stadium, @ 4pm

Friday 25th November, Al Thumama Stadium, @ 1pm

Friday 25th November, Khalifa International Stadium, @ 4pm

Tuesday 29th November, Khalifa International Stadium, @ 3pm

Tuesday 29th November, Al Bayt Stadium, @ 3pm

GROUP b

VEngland Iran

VUSA Wales

VWales Iran

VEngland USA

VWales England

VIran USA

Monday 21st November, Khalifa International Stadium, @ 1pm

Monday 21st November, Ahmed bin Ali Stadium, @ 7pm

Friday 25th November, Ahmed bin Ali Stadium, @ 10am

Friday 25th November, Al Bayt Stadium, @ 7pm

Tuesday 29th November, Ahmed bin Ali Stadium, @ 7pm

Tuesday 29th November, Al Thumama Stadium, @ 7pm

GROUP c

VArgentina Saudi Arabia 

VMexico Poland

VPoland Saudi Arabia 

VArgentina Mexico

VPoland Argentina

VSaudi Arabia Mexico

Tuesday 22nd November, Lusail Iconic Stadium, @ 10am

Tuesday 22nd November, Stadium 974, @ 4pm

Saturday 26th November, Education City Stadium, @ 1pm

Saturday 26th November, Lusail Iconic Stadium, @ 7pm

Wednesday 30th November, Stadium 974, @ 7pm

Wednesday 30th November, Lusail Iconic Stadium, @ 7pm

GROUP D

VDenmark Tunisia

VFrance Australia

VTunisia Australia

VFrance Denmark

VAustralia Denmark

VTunisia France

Tuesday 22nd November, Education City Stadium, @ 1pm

Tuesday 22nd November, Al Janoub Stadium, @ 7pm

Saturday 26th November, Al Janoub Stadium, @ 10am

Saturday 26th November, Stadium 974, @ 4pm

Wednesday 30th November, Al Janoub Stadium, @ 3pm

Wednesday 30th November, Education City Stadium, @ 3pm

GROUP E

VGermany Japan

VSpain Costa Rica 

VJapan Costa Rica 

VSpain Germany

VCosta Rica Germany

VJapan Spain

Wednesday 23rd November, Khalifa International Stadium, @ 1pm

Wednesday 23rd November, Al Thumama Stadium, @ 4pm

Sunday 27th November, Ahmed bin Ali Stadium, @ 10am

Sunday 27th November, Al Bayt Stadium, @ 7pm

Thursday 1st December, Al Bayt Stadium, @ 7pm

Thursday 1st December, Khalifa International Stadium, @ 7pm

GROUP f

VMorocco Croatia

VBelgium Canada

VBelgium Morocco

VCroatia Canada

VCanada Morocco

VCroatia Belgium

Wednesday 23rd November, Al Bayt Stadium, @ 10am

Wednesday 23rd November, Ahmed bin Ali Stadium, @ 7pm

Sunday 27th November, Al Thumama Stadium, @ 1pm

Sunday 27th November, Khalifa International Stadium, @ 4pm

Thursday 1st December, Al Thumama Stadium, @ 3pm

Thursday 1st December, Ahmed bin Ali Stadium, @ 3pm

GROUP G

VSwitzerland Cameroon

VBrazil Serbia

VCameroon Serbia

VBrazil Switzerland

VCameroon Brazil

VSerbia Switzerland

Thursday 24th November, Al Janoub Stadium, @ 10am

Thursday 24th November, Lusail Iconic Stadium, @ 7pm

Monday 28th November, Al Janoub Stadium, @ 10am

Monday 28th November, Stadium 974, @ 4pm

Friday 2nd December, Lusail Iconic Stadium, @ 7pm

Friday 2nd December, Stadium 974, @ 7pm

THE FINAL

Sunday 18th December, Lusail Iconic Stadium, @ 3pm

VWinners of 61 Winners of 62

world cup 2022

GROUP H

VUruguay South Korea 

VPortugal Ghana

VSouth Korea Ghana

VPortugal Uruguay

VGhana Uruguay

VSouth Korea Portugal

Thursday 24th November, Education City Stadium, @ 1pm

Thursday 24th November, Stadium 974, @ 4pm

Monday 28th November, Education City Stadium, @ 1pm

Monday 28th November, Lusail Iconic Stadium, @ 7pm

Friday 2nd December, Al Janoub Stadium, @ 3pm

Friday 2nd December, Education City Stadium, @ 3pm

wallchart

ROUND OF 16

Saturday 3rd December,
 Khalifa International Stadium, @ 3pm

Winners of Group A 
Runners-up of Group B 

Match 49

Saturday 3rd December, 
Ahmed bin Ali Stadium, @ 7pm

Winners of Group C
Runners-up of Group D

Match 50

Sunday 4th December, 
Al Thumama Stadium, @ 3pm

Winners of Group D
Runners-up of Group C

Match 51

Sunday 4th December, 
Al Bayt Stadium, @ 7pm

Winners of Group B
Runners-up of Group A

Match 52

Monday 5th December,
 Al Janoub Stadium, @ 3pm

Winners of Group E
Runners-up of Group F

Match 53

Monday 5th December,
Stadium 974, @ 7pm

Winners of Group G
Runners-up of Group H

Match 54

Tuesday 6th December, 
Education City Stadium, @ 3pm

Winners of Group F
Runners-up of Group E

Match 55

Tuesday 6th December, 
Lusail Iconic Stadium, @ 7pm

Winners of Group H
Runners-up of Group G

Match 56

Friday 9th December,
 Lusail Iconic Stadium, @ 7pm

Winners of 49
Winners of 50

Match 57

Saturday 10th December,
 Al Bayt Stadium, @ 7pm

Winners of 51 
Winners of 52 

Match 59

Friday 9th December,
 Education City Stadium, @ 3pm

Winners of 53 
Winners of 54

Match 58

Saturday 10th December,
 Al Thumama Stadium, @ 3pm

Winners of 55
Winners of 56

Match 60

3RD PLACE

Saturday 17th December, Khalifa International Stadium, @ 3pm

VLosers of 61 Losers of 62

Match 63

SEMI FINALS

Tuesday 13th December,
 Lusail Iconic Stadium, @ 7pm

Winners of 57 
Winners of 58 

Match 61

Wednesday 14th December,
Al Bayt Stadium, @ 7pm

Winners of 59 
Winners of 60 

Match 62

QUARTER FINALS ROUND OF 16



belgium
Top scorer is usually won in  
the group stage, and an easy 
draw is a huge boost to any 
player hoping to win it. 
BET: GOLDEN BOOT WINNER: 
ROMELU LUKAKU

canada
Belgium and Croatia should  
beat them comfortably and 
the final group game against 
Morocco could be a dead rubber. 
BET: CANADA TO GET  
ZERO POINTS

GROUP

E
MANAGER: John Herdman 

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Topped the final 
round of the North and Central America section 
to reach their first World Cup in 36 years.

KEY MAN: Alphonso Davies

ONE TO WATCH: Jonathan David

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: Belgium and 
Croatia will be formidable opponents and make 
getting out of the group tricky. Morocco have a 
number of top players too, including PSG star 
Achraf Hakimi and Chelsea’s Hakim Ziyech.  
 
The two sides meet on matchday three but for 
both, their hopes of reaching the Last 16 could 
be over by then after facing the European sides. 
Either way English-born coach Herdman will go 
down in folklore as the man who finally led  
them back to the World Cup.  

canada

MANAGER: Hajime Moriyasu 

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Japan won six 
of their last seven games in the final round of the 
Asia confederation process to finish runners up 
by a point to Saudi Arabia.

KEY MAN: TakumI Minamino

ONE TO WATCH: Daichi Kamada 

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: May secretly 
fancy themselves to turn over one of the bigger 
nations and qualify for the Last 16. 

If they can nick a result in the first game against 
Germany and beat Costa Rica in the second, they 
are likely to play an already-qualified Spain side 
last who may rotate players. Should they squeeze 
through to the Last 16, Belgium may lie in wait. It 
could be Croatia if they top the group.

japan

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

MANAGER: Luiz Fernando Suarez 

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Made hard work 
of it, finishing fourth in North & Central America 
behind Canada, Mexico and the USA. That took 
them to a playoff against New Zealand where 
they just scraped through 1-0.

KEY MAN: Joel Campbell 

ONE TO WATCH: Jewison Bennett 

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: Expectations 
are very low and the 2014 quarter-finalists 
are considered rank outsiders for this year’s 
tournament. If they were to qualify from the group 
it would be massive achievement, with their best 
chance of a victory likely to come against Japan, 
with Germany and Spain unlikely to run into many 
problems. Expect ex-Real Madrid man Keylor 
Navas to be very busy between the sticks.

costa rica

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

MANAGER: Zlatko Dalić

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Claimed seven 
wins, two draws and a defeat in a group including 
Russia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Cyprus and Malta,  
with 21 goals scored and only four conceded.

KEY MAN: Luka Modric

ONE TO WATCH: Borna Sosa

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: They’re in 
good form after an impressive Nations League 
campaign where they beat France in Paris 
and finished ahead of Denmark and Austria. 
The 2018 World Cup runners-up have a mix of 
experience and top young talent – both world class 
respectively. Anything less than the quarter-finals 
will be considered a failure for this team. The 
Last 16 will be tough, with Spain or Germany likely 
opponents, but Croatia have proven they can play 
anyone and confidence is high.

Please Gamble Responsibly

morocco
Odds-against but might add some value  
to your To Qualify ACCA. If they can win  
the opener against Croatia they’re just  
one result away from reaching the 
knockout stages for the second time  
in their history.
BET: MOROCCO TO QUALIFY FROM  
GROUP F

croatia
It sounds like a long-shot, but it’s not 
unrealistic. If they can get out the  
group, then beat Spain or Germany,  
the quarter-final draw looks kind. 
BET: STAGE OF ELIMINATION: 
SEMI-FINALS

croatia

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

MANAGER: Walid Regragui 

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Topped a group 
containing Guinea Bissau, Guinea and Sudan with 
a 100% record, scoring 20 goals and conceding 
once, then eased past Congo in the playoff  
match 5-2 on aggregate.

KEY MAN: Hakim Ziyech

ONE TO WATCH: Youssef En-Nesyri 

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: Will fancy 
their chances in an open-looking group with an 
ageing ‘golden generation’ of Belgian stars and 
relative tournament novices Canada. Getting out 
the group could come down to the result against 
Croatia, who they play in their opening fixture. 
Morocco look as good, if not better, than some 
of their group opponents on paper, and there’s 
a feeling they may be underrated going into this 
tournament. Getting further than the Last 16  
will be tough, though.

morocco

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

GROUP

F
MANAGER: Roberto Martinez

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Breezed through 
with a goal difference of +19 over eight games, only 
dropping two points away to Czech Republic and 
another two in the last match when Wales needed 
a point to qualify.

KEY MAN: Romelu Lukaku

ONE TO WATCH: Jeremy Doku 

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: They have a 
good but aging squad. Can benefit from one of 
the easiest groups and will very likely have already 
qualified for the knockouts by the time they face 
Croatia. However, Germany or Spain are likely Last 
16 opponents, where Belgium will be underdogs. 
In recent years they might have expected to make 
the semis in a major tournament, but if they did so 
this year, it would be a huge achievement.

belgium

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

MANAGER: Luis Enrique

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Topped their 
group with six wins but it wasn’t all plain sailing 
with an opening draw at home to Greece and loss 
away to Sweden.

KEY MAN: Pedri

ONE TO WATCH: Ferran Torres

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: They will be 
disappointed if they do not progress past the 
quarter-finals and once in the final four can beat 
anyone. If they can turn possession into goals 
they could go far, but there are concerns at the 
back, particularly defending set pieces as seen  
in a 2-1 defeat to Switzerland in September.  
Spain will play a 4-3-3 with a focus on being more 
direct than you might picture of a decade ago.

spain

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

MANAGER: Hansi Flick

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Won nine games, 
losing just once to North Macedonia, scoring 36 
goals and conceding four. Serge Gnabry, Ilkay 
Gundogan and Timo Werner were joint top-
scorers with five each.

KEY MAN: Serge Gnabry 

ONE TO WATCH: Jamal Musiala 

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: Have won 
just two of eight games in 2022 and come into the 
World Cup under a bit of pressure. On paper they 
should get out the group, but that was the case in 
2018 too. Germany will think they can go all the way 
and win it, and while they say ‘you can never rule 
out the Germans’, on this occasion there would 
appear to be more likely candidates elsewhere.

gERmany

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

spain
If you fancy Spain to do well in  
this tournament then you can  
expect Barcelona prodigy Pedri  
to be in contention for player  
of the tournament. 
BET: GOLDEN BALL WINNER: 
PEDRI

costa rica
Navas has saved roughly 27%  
of penalties he’s faced.  
The average in professional  
football is 17.5 per cent. 
BET: REQUEST A  
#WHATODDSPADDY: KEYLOR  
NAVAS TO SAVE A PENALTY

germany
They’ll be looking to rack up the goal 
difference if the group is tight and  
Costa Rica could already be bruised up  
after playing Spain and Japan. 
BET: GERMANY TO SCORE 5+ GOALS  
V COSTA RICA 

japan
With Spain and Germany so short to qualify 
there might be some value in Japan. If they 
can get a result on matchday one against  
an out-of-form Germany they could cause  
an upset and squeeze through. 
BET: JAPAN TO QUALIFY FROM GROUP E

Please Gamble Responsibly
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GROUP

G
GROUP

H
MANAGER: Rigobert Song 

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Needed a final-
day win over Ivory Coast to reach the playoffs, 
where Algeria won 1-0 away in the first-leg before 
a goal in the fourth minute of added time in the 
second sent Cameroon through on away goals.

KEY MAN: Vincent Aboubakar 

ONE TO WATCH: Bryan Mbeumo 

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: Picking up 
points will be tough, but they can cause problems 
for any opponent. Cameroon are outsiders to 
get out of the group, and goalkeeper Andre 
Onana can expect to be busy. If they can keep 
themselves in contention, a weakened Brazil  
line-up who have already qualified could lie 
in wait on matchday three. If they do cause a 
surprise, Aboubakar will likely be the reason 
why. He’s a strong, physical striker who makes 
finishing look very easy.

MANAGER: Tite

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Unbeaten in  
17 matches throughout CONMEBOL’s qualification, 
Brazil impressed more than most en-route to 
Qatar, racking up 14 wins and three draws – 
scoring 40 and only conceding five along the way. 

KEY MAN: Neymar

ONE TO WATCH: Vinicius Jnr

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: It’s win or  
bust for Brazil. They come in as rightful 
favourites, and anything less will be considered 
a failure. While they have the might of some 
top European sides and old rivals in Argentina 
to contend with, there is no reason they should 
fear anyone. A potential path to lifting the trophy 
could see them face off with the likes of Spain, 
Argentina & France. It won’t be easy but they’ll 
fancy their chances.

brazil

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

MANAGER: Murat Yakin

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Went unbeaten, 
finishing above Euro 2020 champions Italy who 
they drew with twice.

KEY MAN: Granit Xhaka

ONE TO WATCH: Fabian Schar

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: Haven’t 
reached the quarter-finals of a World Cup since 
1954, and while it’s hard to see them topping 
the group, a win in their opening game against 
Cameroon should leave a tasty shoot-out between 
themselves and Serbia in the final group match. 
Breel Embolo will lead the charge from the front 
and be served by the creative talents of Xherdan 
Shaqiri and Ruben Vargas. Arsenal’s redemption 
man Xhaka provides the steel in midfield and 
Newcastle’s Schar gets play started out of  
the back. He’s got a wondergoal in him too if  
need be.

switzerland

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

cameroon

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

MANAGER: Jorge Santos

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Only needed a 
final day home draw to secure top spot, but blew 
it by losing to Serbia. Recovered to put Turkey and 
North Macedonia to the sword in the playoffs.

KEY MAN: Cristiano Ronaldo

ONE TO WATCH: Rafael Leao

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: Would expect 
themselves to top the group, and then tackle 
Serbia or Switzerland in the Last 16. Anything 
less than a quarter-final appearance would 
be considered a disappointment. Despite his 
diminishing returns at club level, Ronaldo can still 
come alive when it matters and don’t bet against 
him bagging three or four goals. Joao Cancelo, 
Ruben Dias, Bruno Fernandes, Ruben Neves and 
Bernardo Silva are other standout names.

portugal

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

MANAGER: Otto Addo

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Made it through 
the group stages on goals scored ahead of South 
Africa before pipping Nigeria in the playoffs on 
away goals.

KEY MAN: Thomas Partey

ONE TO WATCH: Mohammed Kudus

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: This group 
throws up the chance to gain revenge against 
Uruguay from Luis Suarez’s handball antics in 
2010, and they’ve a chance of edging through 
ahead of the South Americans. If they are to  
do so, Arsenal enforcer Partey will have to play 
a massive role. He’ll certainly be the first name 
on the team sheet. They have plenty of other 
Premier League experience in their squad too, 
which could help in keeping South Korea’s  
Son Heung-min quiet.

ghana

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

MANAGER: Diego Alonso

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Finished third in 
the South America section after winning their last 
four matches, conceding just once.

KEY MAN: Rodrigo Bentancur

ONE TO WATCH: Darwin Nunez

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: Will fancy  
their chances of reaching the knockouts with 
Ghana and South Korea both nations they have 
the edge over. Uruguay could well finish above 
Portugal too if all goes to plan. Assuming it’s 
second-place, Brazil would lie in wait in the Last 
16, and you’d struggle to see them progressing 
from there. Liverpool frontman Nunez may have 
other ideas, though, as will Real Madrid’s Federico 
Valverde. Suarez and Edinson Cavani provide 
bundles of experience in the camp.

uruguay

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

MANAGER: Paulo Bento 

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Finished a  
point behind Iran and 11 points clear of third-
placed UAE to reach their 10th consecutive  
World Cup finals.

KEY MAN: Son Heung-min 

ONE TO WATCH: Woo-Yeong Jeong

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS: Getting 
through a tough group would be considered a 
success. They have it in them to cause an upset, 
so it’s certainly not a foregone conclusion they 
won’t progress. To stand a chance they’d need to 
take points off Portugal or Uruguay and get a win 
over Ghana. Brazil would likely stop any charge 
through the tournament in the Last 16 should  
they get there. Son will be the focal point of the 
team and behind any success they have.

south korea

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

MANAGER: Dragan Stojković

QUALIFICATION RECORD: Dominated 
Portugal away in their last game and then 
grabbed victory through a 90th-minute 
Aleksandar Mitrović goal to secure top spot  
and consign their opponents to the playoffs.

KEY MAN: Aleksandar Mitrović

ONE TO WATCH: Dušan Vlahović

TOURNAMENT PROSPECTS:  
This generation has every reason to be 
optimistic, with some top-class players in their 
team. Serbia come into the tournament having 
dominated qualification and the recent Nations 
League. They could be real ‘dark horses’ in Qatar. 
In Mitrović and Vlahovic they have two deadly 
forwards who should be able to cause any 
defence problems. Their attacking style does 
leave them open to conceding a few, though.

serbia

Group A
Group B

Group C
Group D

Group F

Group E

Group G
Group H

Please Gamble Responsibly

brazil
If Brazil go all the way,  
Neymar will be the reason why.  
He’s in top form and will be  
on penalty duty too. 
BET: WINNER / GOLDEN BOOT 
DOUBLE: BRAZIL / NEYMAR

serbia
Vlahović may be a more 
talented player, but ’Mitro’  
is on fire. He’s got 50 goals  
in 76 caps with ratio of 0.66  
per game and you can expect 
him to add to that tally. 
BET: TEAM TOP SCORER: 
ALEKSANDAR MITROVIC

switzerland
Switzerland got out of a group featuring 
Brazil and Serbia in 2018 and can repeat 
the trick. Portugal in the Last 16 won’t 
hold huge fears either. 
BET: STAGE OF ELIMINATION:  
QUARTER-FINALS

cameroon
Aboubakar will lead the line, likely on  
his own ahead of Karl Toko Ekambi or  
Eric-Maxim Choupo-Moting, and be  
on penalty duty too. 
BET: TOP TEAM GOALSCORER:  
VINCENT ABOUBAKAR

portugal
The attacking firepower speaks 
for itself, but their defence is no 
pushover and we can expect  
plenty of shutouts with Dias 
marshalling things at the back. 
BET: PORTUGAL TO BEAT GHANA 
& SOUTH KOREA WITHOUT 
CONCEDING A GOAL

ghana
Premier League stars Partey, 
Mohamed Salisu and Daniel 
Amartey have the know-how  
to keep Son quiet and they can 
edge out South Korea. 
BET: GHANA TO BEAT  
SOUTH KOREA

uruguay
Matchday two’s battle with Portugal could 
decide top spot with only goal difference 
separating them. Uruguay can edge that 
scrap and at nearly twice the price look  
the better value. 
BET: URUGUAY TO WIN GROUP H

south korea
If you fancy South Korea to get out of the 
group, it’s worth backing them to go out in 
the next round instead at a better price, 
with Brazil likely opponents. 
BET: SOUTH KOREA STAGE  
OF ELIMINATION: LAST 16

Please Gamble Responsibly

TEAM PREVIEWS SUPPLIED BY:
James Cumberton  /  Mark Curley  /   

Will Fenwick  /  Peter Healy  /  Matko 
Janković  /  Rob Jones  /  Sam Kingston  /  
Brian McDonnell  /  David Murphy  /  Jason 
Murphy  /  Nathan Sirianni  /  Dan Tobin  /  

Dylan Walsh  /  Neil Walsh
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leg 1
Say I fancy Harry Kane to score for England –  
and believe me, I think he’ll get plenty – I can  
insert him as the first leg of my Bet Builder  
as an ANYTIME GOAL SCORER.

leg 2
John Stones has been a mainstay of Gareth 
Southgate’s England team for years, but will  
have his work cut out against some of the world’s 
best attackers, so I could add him as the second 
leg of my Bet Builder from the TO BE SHOWN  
A CARD market.

leg 3
Now, I like Raheem Sterling – despite him leaving 
Liverpool for Man City all those years ago –  
but if I’m not sure he’ll find the back of the net,  
I can play it slightly safer and just back him to  
have 1+ SHOTS ON TARGET.

leg 4
Now, you only actually need three legs for a 
Paddy Power Bet Builder, but say you don’t  
fancy many goals in the game, you could opt  
to include UNDER 2.5 GOALS too.

SCAN THis 
QR CODE  
FOR TODAY’S  
BET BUILDER TIPS 

It’s simple really, folks. With a Paddy 
Power Bet Builder you can combine 
markets from a single game (a bit like 
a traditional accumulator, really) and 
combine all them into a single bet.

You can even select markets from 
across different matches too.

Still not sure what I’m talking about? 
Well, here’s my guide...   

Keep hearing about 
Bet Builders but 
haven’t got a clue  
what they are?  
Well, let Liverpool 
legend and Paddy’s 
pal Phil Thompson 
explain away…

So, there you have it, you’ve just 
created your first Bet Builder! 

You can select your own from any of 
our betting machines that have the  
Bet Builder symbol next to it.

THOMMO’S

GUIDE

Standard Football Rules apply. Ask staff for more information and see instore leaflets for more details. T&Cs apply.

Please Gamble Responsibly

Thommo’s 
bet builder

ANYTIME GOAL SCORER 
+ 

PLAYER TO BE SHOWN A CARD 
+ 

PLAYER TO HAVE 
1+ SHOTS ON TARGET 

+ 
UNDER 2.5 GOALS

IN THE GAME

Please Gamble Responsibly

Scan this QR code for the  
latest world cup punts

get the best tips
EVERY DAY
at PP NEWs

KIT

SURVIVAL

WORLD CUP

Not your average football kit
With a trip to Qatar beyond the reach of many fans, we’ve a few pointers  

on how to make the most of all 64 games at home.

With games morning, 
noon and night,  
find a secure location 
to ‘misplace’  
the most hotly-
contested object in 
any sitting room.

Energy crisis? Pah. 
For that real Qatar 
experience you’ll 
need  to redden those 
radiators - and then 
cool down with a tiny 
handheld fan.

Not heard the England 
band play The Great 
Escape enough?  
Toot to your heart’s 
content with a brass  
instrument of your  
very own.

With four games  
a day, let’s not pretend 
we’re counting calories 
before Christmas. 
Mine’s a pepperoni - 
and don’t forget the 
garlic bread.

Or any root vegetable 
of your choice  
onto which you can  
scrawl Gareth 
Southgate’s face  
if (when) England  
crash out.

Entertain the 
neighbours by 
strategically placing 
a burning firework 
somewhere on  
your body before  
the final.

TURNIPTRUMPETTV REMOTE ELECTRIC FAN FLARETAKEAWAY APP



It’s FRANCE for me. They’ve got a  
great group of players. They know  
how to win, and can excel and turn  
it on when they need to.

I fancy a fitting finale to Lionel Messi’s 
career with ARGENTINA to win it.  
I think he’s preparing nicely for this  
to be the ultimate swansong. 

For me, it’s BRAZIL. In every single 
position they have quality in depth.  
I just can’t see anyone beating them.  
They’ll be fine in the heat, too. 

I hope it is Argentina for Lionel Messi’s  
sake but at a bigger price I would  
back SPAIN. They were the best team  
at Euro 2020 and I think will click  
in Qatar.

The odds suggest they’ve the same 
chance as England, but ARGENTINA  
are more likely winners. Lionel Messi 
can’t carry the team anymore, but they 
might just deliver for the GOAT. 

I fancy ARGENTINA here. They’re on  
a great run, 35 games unbeaten  
going in, which is astonishing at  
international level.

I’m a little torn between France and 
Brazil, but I can’t sit on the fence here, 
so I’ll go with BRAZIL to be beaten in  
an all-South American final.

I’ve got ARGENTINA as losing finalists. 
Lionel Messi’s still a top player but going 
from playing in Ligue 1 to must-win 
games at the World Cup will be tough.

If the groups work out as expected, 
then defending champions FRANCE  
will be on the ‘easier’ side of the draw 
and should make the final. 

I’ll go for GERMANY. It’s a lazy enough 
prediction but they are such a good, 
consistent tournament team they’ll 
surely be there at the business end.

KYLIAN MBAPPE is a special player 
and can take France all the way.  
I think he will shine and really grab  
all the headlines. 

Brazil, along with plenty of other  
leading nations, have a comfortable 
looking group and if selected in the 
squad I fancy Arsenal’s in-form striker 
GABRIEL JESUS to bag plenty.

He’s not an out-and-out striker but I’ll go 
for VINICIUS JNR. Every time I see him 
he gets better and he’s lightning quick. 
‘What about Kylian Mbappe’, you say? 
Well, I’m not sure how far France will go.

I expect France to go deep so am siding 
with KARIM BENZEMA at a bigger price 
than Kylian Mbappe. Lautaro Martinez 
and Cristian Eriksen (EW) are worth a 
look at bigger prices. 

I’m taking a flyer and going for 
JULIAN ALVAREZ at huge odds. I think 
Argentina will go far, so therefore will 
score lots of goals. If given a chance  
he could set the tournament alight.

I think Belgium will go far, and with  
that in mind I can’t look past the 
absolute star, and leading light 
of Manchester City, in KEVIN DE 
BRUYNE. If they do well, he’ll have 
played a big part in that. 

I’m doubling up on Argentina by  
saying LIONEL MESSI. If there’s still  
any debate about him or Diego 
Maradona being better he can end 
those by being their key player in 
winning the whole thing.

l’ll go for Belgium’s midfield machine 
KEVIN DE BRUYNE. He’s big, strong 
and absolutely at the top of his game. 
Simply the best midfield player  
in the world at the moment. 

The young player of Euro 2020, 
PEDRI, can take the tournament by 
storm. Both Barcelona and Spain 
are noticeably worse when he’s not 
playing. Honourable mention to Kevin 
de Bruyne.

Although it seems unlikely Belgium’s 
‘golden generation’ will deliver a trophy, 
whatever they achieve will be down to 
KEVIN DE BRUYNE pulling the strings. 
We get used to his brilliance in the 
Premier League, but shouldn’t take it 
for granted. He’s a generational talent.

England should top the group and 
win in the Last 16, but they’ll falter 
after that. I don’t think they’re good 
enough to go further, and recent 
performances have shown that,  
so it’ll be a QUARTER-FINALS exit.

They’ve got a decent group, but do tend 
to struggle later in the tournament.  
I think QUARTER-FINALS could be the 
best they can do. 

QUARTER-FINALS, which you’d think  
for the fans won’t be good enough. 
Gareth Southgate seems to want  
two holding midfield players, and I’m 
not sure that gets you enough goals.  
So many players are out of form, too. 

Likely QUARTER-FINALS but I would  
not be surprised to see them exit at  
the Last 16 after struggling in the group. 

Getting to the Euros final last time was 
completely jammy and down to the fact 
that they couldn’t have got a kinder run. 
It’s unlikely to happen again and I fear 
LAST 16 is as far as they’ll go.

They’ll fancy their chances of 
finishing ahead of Iran and USA  
in the group, and I think they will.  
But I think their tournament  
will end in the LAST 16.

I’ve not got great hopes for Wales. 
They’re well drilled and have great 
assets in Gareth Bale and Aaron 
Ramsey, but I think it’ll just be the 
GROUP STAGE for them.

I think they’ll get out of the group  
but that will be as far as they go.  
Gareth Bale needs to be super fit and 
Aaron Ramsey keeps getting injured,  
so it’s the LAST 16 for me.

A run to the quarter-finals is possible 
for this Welsh team. However, it’s most 
likely they exit at the GROUP STAGE 
after failing to score enough against 
Iran and USA, but let’s hope not! 

They should get out of their group 
handily enough but I think the  
LAST 16 is as good as it will get  
for Wales.

It’s losing finalists from 2018,  
CROATIA, for me. They’ve got  
some cracking players, a strong 
squad, and can be very hard to beat.

A good run from an African side is 
well overdue and I fancy SENEGAL to 
surprise a few. Edouard Mendy in goal 
will be key, along with the experience  
of club team-mate Kalidou Koulibaly 
and star man Sadio Mane.

I’m biased towards the South American 
teams given the conditions in Qatar,  
but I fancy URUGUAY will do quite well. 
They’ve got a good blend of youth  
and experience. 

I think SERBIA will be a fun watch. 
They have quality all over but most 
importantly have serious firepower 
in Aleksandar Mitrović and Dušan 
Vlahović. A quarter-final appearance  
is possible.

Unbeaten under Louis van Gaal and  
with Liverpool rock Virgil van Dijk as 
their leader THE NETHERLANDS could 
surprise a few. 

England may not go beyond the  
last eight, but, JUDE BELLINGHAM  
has been dynamite at Dortmund.  
Phil Foden and Bukayo Saka are  
really promising but this is his  
chance to become a world star. 

He’s starting to make a big impression 
at Arsenal and GABRIEL MARTINELLI 
can be a superstar. I fancy him to force 
his way into the side. He’s so dynamic, 
quick and technically superior to  
many other players. 

I just wonder if LUCAS PAQUETA  
will really explode here for Brazil.  
People in France have been raving 
about him, but he’s only just getting 
going at West Ham.

Keep an eye on Portugal’s attacking 
left-back NUNO MENDES. He is only  
20 and some might be familiar with  
him as he plays for PSG. Explosive  
going forward, but also an extremely 
strong defender.

I’m going all in on JULIAN ALVAREZ.  
He hasn’t had much game time at  
Man City but has looked good when 
we’ve seen him.

CAN WALES GO 

ON A RUN?

WHICH TEAM 

CAN CAUSE  

A SURPRISE?

WHICH PLAYER 

CAN BURST ON 

TO THE SCENE?

WHEN WILL 

ENGLAND BE 

PACKING THEIR 

BAGS?

PLAYER OF THE 

TOURNAMENT

HOW ABOUT  

THE GOLDEN 

BOOT?

WHO WILL BE 

RUNNERS-UP?

Who is going 

to win?

OUR 
WORLD CUP 
PUNDIT PICKS

phil thompson Charlie Nicholas mark lawrenson our trader guy paddy power

cheat sheet No one’ll care that you can’t find 
a place for Jack Grealish in your 
team when you’re strutting  
the sideline in this  
svelte number.

Favoured by recently  
retired players taking on 
their first job, managers 

of all ages can show their 
youthful side with some 

shiny leisurewear.

Occasionally worn by a naked 
manager in the showers while 

looking to deck James Beattie, 
the peak is also useful as  
you slink away following  
a 4-0 home defeat.

Designer knitwear  
has made big inroads  

among younger  
managers - and now  

ex-managers - despite 
Pep Guardiola’s baggy 
woollen sack debacle.

PIMP
MY MANAGER

Feel your gaffer could look smarter 
on the World Cup stage? Here’s our 

guide to how top tacticians can 
sharpen up their look.

Waistcoat

trackie

sheepskin jacket

For the old-school look, this 
fur-lined effort can’t be 

beaten. Complete the 
ensemble with a trilby,  

your mum’s jewellery 
collection and a big cigar.

baseball cap

cardigan

bench puffer
Overcome Arsene Wenger’s 
greatest adversary - not Alex 
Ferguson, but the zip on his 
absurdly long coat - while 
saving 20% on your heating 
bill with a lagging jacket.
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Available on selected dates on qualifying Bet Builder Bets from 18th Nov-18th Dec 2022 . Minimum qualifying odds of Evs (2.0). Minimum qualifying 
stake of €/£5. Free bet available on selected days only. Maximum Free bet of €/£5. Minimum odds of free bet Evs (2.0). One qualifying bet builder 
per customer per weekend. Qualifying bet and free bet available on in shop betting machines only. Paddy Power football rules apply. T&Cs apply. 

Please Gamble Responsibly

during the world cup 
on selected days

PLACE A £/€5

GET A FREE £/€5
&

Monday 21st November
Friday 25th - Sunday 27th November
Tuesday 29th November
Saturday 3rd - Sunday 4th December

OFFER AVAILABLE 
ON THE FOLLOWING DATES


