[image: image1.png]225 STERLING
X



[image: image2.png]225 STERLING
X




Barneveld1

Page 2 of 3

Group A - Michael van Gerwen, Gary Anderson, Michael Smith, James Wade
Barney: I think you have to look at Michael because he won last week in the Grand Prix, so he shouldl win that group. 
Who’s next is a tough one. Smith, Anderson or Wade. I think the player who stands out over the year is James Wade. He’s played really well this year and had a solid Premier League with very good results in later tournaments, especially on the pro tours. So it’s van Gerwen to win that group and James Wade as the number two.
People think of him as a bit of an outsider, but James Wade is a class player – why does no one talk about him as favourite? At least not many people do but, in my eyes, he’s top five or six in the world. 
Group Winner: MVG – 

To Qualify: James Wade - 

Forecast: 1 MVG, 2 Wade – 

Group B: Rob Cross, Peter Wright, Daryl Gurney, Gerwyn Price.
This is an unbelievably good group. Peter Wright’s playing amazingly at the moment. He’s gone back to his old darts and had a record 123.5 average against Ratajski the other day on the Pro Tour, which is amazing. He lost in the semi-finals there but he won the next day so he’s unbelievable good in form. He has to be worth picking for the group winner. 
Then it’s between Gurney, Cross and Price. They all three in good form, maybe Gurney not that good in the Grand Prix when he got kicked out first round. So I think I will go for Rob Cross as number two.
he has a good year as well, Rob Cross. Peter is a little bit searching but what he did last week, that was amazing and if he can keep that stick to his dart, last week of the pro tour, he will come - can come far in this tournament.
Facilitator:
Yeah, he keeps changing his [darts]. I was talking to him the other day, it was…
Interviewee:
Yeah, I’m telling him, don’t do it [laughs]. 
Facilitator:
Yeah that’s what he says everybody says to him but he keeps on - he wants to keep on pushing it, doesn’t he?
Interviewee:
Yeah but come on, if you average 123.5, come on, you - then you must have then them brains then telling you, well Peter, this is good. This must be good and stick to them.
Outright Winner:
He was filling the role in the first round in the Grand Prix, it’s a tough competition because that’s a double opener. No one likes it and after round one, he was - yeah, he was so amazingly good. Jamie Lewis could have caught him in the first round while Michael was hitting fantastic finishes and then after that round, he was nowhere ever in problem, so he won that tournament fair and square. So I will get Michael to pick for the winner. Yep.

I don’t know how many years this is running, three or four years now, so he never won it. So well it’s going to be very special for him to lift this trophy then. He will win all the tournaments, who are there in the PDC so I will think he will be determined to win this.
Facilitator:
Who would you see as the most likely finalist then? Or runner up?
Interviewee:
Yeah, it could be - there could be all eight or all seven next to him. You never know. There is no bad player, like a player I will think well he has not a good season, then I would pick maybe Gary Anderson who is struggling a bit for this year. Because he may start the Premier League and I believe he never ever had a good result so far. He’s not playing the European tour, so he’s not in the European championships. Michael Smith, a bit struggling as well. Price, very good in form. Peter Wright, very good in form. I would - Rob Cross, still good. So I have to go between one of them crew, Wright, Cross or Price. I think Gerwyn Price can come far and maybe runner up in this tournament.
Facilitator:
Yeah, he’s 10 to one. That’s a decent price on him, actually.
Interviewee:
Yeah well, this tournament, it’s like survival of the fittest. You have to play a lot of matches in a long format and, well, based on that, Gerwyn is an athlete. He’s a bodybuilder and he has a good fitness so yeah, I will think Gerwyn can come all the way and maybe get in the final.

Facilitator:
Let’s say you were going to pick an outsider, like a dark horse, let’s say, of somebody to watch that could cause an upset.
Interviewee:
Yeah.

Facilitator:
Who would you think there?
Interviewee:
That could be James Wade, yeah.

Facilitator:
Yeah, so that’s outrights. I was going to ask you about the player to throw the most 180s in the tournament.
Interviewee:
Yep.

Facilitator:
Who would you…
Interviewee:
That - hit the most 180s?

Facilitator:
Yep.
Interviewee:
Wow. Who hits most 180s?

Facilitator:
Peter Wright, I was thinking myself.
Interviewee:
Yeah, Peter Wright. Gurney hits them a lot. Price. Smith. I will go, yeah, have to pick who’s coming in the semis and in the finals who I think will hit it. I will go Peter Wright, yep.

Facilitator:
Eight to one. Really nice.
Interviewee:
Yep.
Facilitator:
If you were going to pick - obviously Paddy Power have the nine-dart prize as well for the crowd.
Interviewee:
Yep.
Facilitator:
If you were going to pick a player who hits a nine-dart finish in the tournament, who would you fancy?
Interviewee:
Well, at the moment, I will say Peter Wright as well, based on what he did last week. Well Michael is in form, of course, but last week it was not even possible to hit a nine darter with a double opener. Between them two, Wright. Wright or Michael but, to be fair, they all can do it. This is the top eight in the world. So there is no bad player between them. They all so good and everyone can beat each other in these top eight players. So they all played each other in the Premier League for years now. Well I will go for van Gerwen of course, because he’s the Grand Prix winner and he hits his 180s and then just finishes so easy.
Facilitator:
Brilliant, thanks. Right, yeah, so that’s all the outrights covered.
Interviewee:
Yep.
Facilitator:
We’ll just look at the first round of matches, yeah?
Interviewee:
Yep.
Facilitator:
I can’t find the second round on the website.
Interviewee:
Yep.
Facilitator:
So the first round of matches, Daryl Gurney and Peter Wright is the first game up.
Interviewee:
Yep.

Facilitator:
Who would you be looking at there?
Interviewee:
Okay, if you - are you recording this?

Facilitator:
Yep.
Interviewee:
All of it?

Facilitator:
Yep.
Interviewee:
Okay, well they played each other, so far, well based on year’s - on majors, TVs and based on the last year’s pro tours, they played each other 28 times. Gurney won 10 of them. They have three draws in the Premier League and Wright won 15 times. This year, in the Premier League, they had a draw and an 8-4 for Gurney. In the Masters, Gurney won as well with 8-6 and with 13-5 - 15-13, sorry, 15-13 in the World Matchplay. So this year, Peter Wright never beat Daryl Gurney based on 2019 results. This year. But based on the form now, Gurney in the Grand Prix and Wright in the Grand Prix and these last two pro tours, I would say a 10-7 win for Peter Wright.

Facilitator:
Then next - yeah, the next one is Rob Cross and Gerwyn Price.

Interviewee:
Yep, they play each other 11 times. It’s five each and one draw. This year, Cross won the German Darts Open, 6-5 to Price. Then Gibraltar, Price was beating Cross 6-5. International Darts Open, Price won again, 8-6. Barnsley Pro Tour, Price won again 6-4. In the Premier League, Cross won, 7-4 and a draw, seven each. So based on these results in 2019, I will say Gerwyn Price beat Rob Cross with 10-8.
Facilitator:
Yeah, that would be a bit of an upset, wouldn’t it?
Interviewee:
Yeah.
Facilitator:
Okay and then next one is - sorry. Just update the website…
Interviewee:
Smith and Anderson, yep.

Facilitator:
Smith and Anderson. Yeah. Gary Anderson.
Interviewee:
Yeah. At the moment, last year because Gary was really struggling this year, so he didn’t play in the Premier League. They never played each other in 2019. Between them, Gary is leading 9-6 in all these majors events. The last time they played, it was in the Premier League 2018, then Smith won 10-6. Based on Michael Smith playing more tournaments this year than Gary Anderson and come further in tournaments than Gary Anderson, I would say - where did I put it? Where is the results. Smith Anderson 10-8.

Facilitator:
Yeah, Gary Anderson’s really struggling after the injury and all, isn’t he?
Interviewee:
Yeah. Yep. Yep.
Facilitator:
Then the last one is James Wade and Michael van Gerwen.
Interviewee:
Yeah. They played each other a lot but not many in this year. Michael van Gerwen beat James Wade 33 times. James Wade beat Michael 16 times and they had one draw between them. On the Masters, Michael won 11-5. In the Premier League, James Wade beat Michael 7-3 and they had this year, seven each in a draw. So based on this longer format, based on yeah, what Michael is doing this year, 10-6 to Michael.
Facilitator:
Yeah? You don’t fancy an upset there in it for Michael in the first round?
Interviewee:
Well everyone can beat each other. It’s so hard because these eight are really the top, best players in the world at the moment. Sometimes, is it based on a two year ranking, sometimes one or two players will get in the league of guys that you think, well wow, does he really deserve to be in because he has a good year but these guys, they are the top players of last year. So they all deserve to be there but yeah, from all these eight, anyone - everyone can win this tournament, basically.

Facilitator:
That’s great, Raymond.
Interviewee:
Yep.
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